NORTHVIEW HIGH SCHOOL SYLLABUS
       AP Literature and Composition
Semester Two

Sheridan Steelman					Conference Hours:  6-6:30 a.m. and 12:30-2:30 p.m.	
ssteelman@nvps.net					Room 2110		
steelmancafe.weebly.com				English CATS Hours: Mondays, 2:45-3:45


TEXTS:							
Macbeth (Shakespeare)
The Awakening (Chopin)				Selected poetry, prose excerpts, and short stories

AP Literature Website:  Continue using the class website for learning resources:  handouts, tutorials, assignments, and video clips.  You may use the home page to email me with questions.  
			

REQUIREMENTS:
Thirty-Book Challenge
Continue your quest to read 30 books this year.  Remember, you may include summer reading, class texts, and choice reading of YA and classic novels and drama.  You will need to keep track of the books you read in your Critical Reading Journal (CRJ) – I will add the books you have read on your conferring sheet each time we meet.

Choice Reading
Students will continue extensive outside choice reading, which will be monitored in class through our conferences, the weekly log, and your journal. After the Shakespeare unit, students will have one full class period per week to continue reading books of higher literary merit.  Conferring and writing will also take place during this time.  I plan to meet with each of you four times.

Books of Higher Literary Merit
Students will continue book selections from the following categories.  The focus this semester is pre-twentieth century.  You may count Macbeth and The Awakening as two of your requirements.  You must read an additional four pieces.
· One female author
· Ethnic minority (in the country where the author lives)
· Playwright
· British/World
· American
· Pre-Twentieth Century

Critical Reading Journal (CRJ)
You will continue writing in your CRJ this semester.  Organize your notebook the way that makes the best sense to you, but the following categories are recommended:  class notes, vocabulary, book talks and “next” books, prompts, and active/critical reading. Note that under “prompts” you will now write both open question and prose analysis prompts.  Your final presentation this spring will be dependent on your organizational skills. Your goal is to gather evidence of reading and writing growth.

AP Prompts  
In preparation for the AP National Literature Exam, this semester’s focus will be on your responses to prose and whole texts.  To help you consider ideas for writing, we will have “Coffee House Fridays,” when we will read a short story or excerpt and discuss the writing After each coffee house seminar, you will write a response to the discussed AP prompt, which will be due the following Tuesday.  All responses must be written in pen in your CRJ journal and will be checked during conferring. Note the coffee house days (*) on page four under Schedule.  

Socratic Seminars
Many of our class sessions will be spent in discussion about books and writing.  These sessions are extremely important because it is during these times that you will broaden thinking through listening and speaking.  Our seminars will take place in small groups throughout the week and in a large group on Coffee House Fridays. You will receive a rubric to self-assess your participation during these seminars.  This will count as a homework grade.

Coffee House Fridays
What a great way to end the week!  Coffee House Fridays, which will include hot chocolate, tea, and coffee, will give you an opportunity to do a “shared reading,” Socratic seminar style, and then respond Note that you will receive a seminar grade based on attendance and participation.  You will have the opportunity to grade yourself and then share that reflection with me.  If you are absent, check the website; your prompt writing will be based on what we discuss on Fridays. Students may sign up to bring in snacks, such as cookies, doughnuts, or baked goods, to go with our coffee.  This is, as always, optional. 

Conferring
Conferring sessions will continue but will be more focused and shorter. I will specifically ask to see your notes and prompts, both prose analyses and open questions.  We will discuss questions you have about your writing as well as the books you are reading. For each of the four books you read on your own, you are required to write an open question response in your CRJ. These should be written in pen and should exceed three pages.  You should also have notes to track your thinking throughout the book and as preparation for the response.  There may be times that I collect the notebooks to check your responses to prompts.  It is wise to be prepared should that occur.

Reading Schedule
To help you stay focused on your timeline, I will ask each of you to plot out when and what you will read this semester.  Books of equal length can be substituted, of course, but you should have a plan in place to complete your requirements.  Your conferring grade will depend on how you carry out this plan.  See AP Prompts above as well as the Schedule below to help you plan your reading and writing due dates.

Epic Poetry
You may choose an epic poem to read this semester as one of your choice reading books.  This will involve checking out a book from the library (Dante’s Inferno) or a handout (Faerie Queene or Paradise Lost) and listening to four tutorials.  You may choose between prompts 2006B and 2010 for your writing. 








GRADING POLICY

AP CREDIT AND GRADING POLICY
Advanced Placement credit, accompanied by the A.P. Seal, is awarded to students earning a 59.5% or higher for both semesters.  Each semester grade is made up of the course grade and the semester exam:

Course Grade – 80% of Semester Grade
· Formative practice is not graded; the purpose is to practice skills and to prepare for the summative assessments without penalty.
 Homework (30%)
· Homework assignments are an expectation, not a choice, in an A.P. level class. The practice of reading and writing about college-level texts leads to higher scores on summative assessments and ultimately the National Exam and the college experience. 
· Unless otherwise specified, all homework must be typed in MLA format.
· Some examples of homework assignments include response/short essays, analysis assignments, blogs or website assignments, including special snow-day or “count-down” work.
· In the event of an absence, students must access the class web site for assignments, handouts, and/or tutorials.
· Juniors who are taking either A.P. Language or A.P. Literature should expect additional course work after seniors leave second semester.  Additional course work will be averaged into the final course grade.
Summative Assessments (70%)
· A summative assessment is an evaluation during or at the end of a unit that covers the skills practiced either during class discussion or outside of class and evaluated on the National A.P. Exam. 
· Some examples of assessments are released College Board essay and multiple choice exams, research essays, technology-based projects, comprehensive notebooks, or any other culminating assignment.
Late Policy
· All homework must be in paper-copy and typed in MLA format at the beginning of class.  
· Neither homework nor summative assignments will be accepted late unless the student has emailed of the absence or an emergency extension is requested before the due date.  Extenuating circumstances will be considered on an individual basis.
· If a student is absent on the day of an assessment, both teacher and student will agree upon a reasonable day to make up the exam.
· If a student is absent for a homework assignment, it must be emailed or turned in BEFORE the next class begins.
· Long-term absences will be dealt with on an individual basis.

Semester Exam – 20% of Semester Grade
· The second-semester exam will cover a portion of a released AP National Exam and will be taken during the regularly scheduled exam-week.
· Seniors who meet the requirements may opt out of the final exam.

Post-Tests and Final Exams:  
· All students will take the post-tests for the course.  Even if you are taking the national exam, all students will take a final exam.  The only exception is if you are a senior and qualify for “opting out.”  You are responsible for adhering to the student planner and for checking with the office staff.


ASSESSMENTS						MAJOR HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
Macbeth Assessment		 	100			Goals essay			  25
Prose Analysis				100			Conferring (4)		            100
Post Tests				100			Socratic Seminar		100
CRJ Presentation			100			Response essays		  75			

Schedule:
January	22-26		Semester goal setting; Chicago Shakespeare, early modern research

	29-2		Macbeth Acts I and II  (response essay due)

February	5-9		Macbeth Act III; half day Friday  (response essay due)

12-16	Macbeth Acts IV and V, half day Friday  (response essay due)

[bookmark: _GoBack]TUESDAY CHOICE READING AND COFFEE HOUSE FRIDAYS BEGIN
		19-23		MC; Coffee House Friday*; Macbeth assessment; prose analysis; no school
Monday
		
		26-2		MC; Coffee House Friday*; prose analysis
				 
March		5-9		Prose analysis; prose analysis; no school Friday

		12-16		Coffee House Friday;* MC week 
	
19-23		POST TESTS
		
26-29	Awakening, money due for AP exam; no school Friday

April		9-13		SAT, Awakening; senior CRJ presentations

		16-20		Countdown; Theory Assessment; CRJ presentations

		23-27		Countdown; CRJ presentations

		30-4		Countdown; CRJ presentations

May		7-11		Countdown; CRJ presentations; 
NATIONAL AP LITERATURE EXAM MAY 9

		14-18		Novel Film Fest; CRJ Presentations 

		21-25		Vocabulary final exam Monday; college prep for Juniors; half day Friday

		28-1		Memorial Day; college prep for juniors
 
June		4-8		College prep for juniors
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