AP LITERATURE RESEARCH ESSAY

Assessment Rubric

Essays receiving top scores focus on how Shakespeare develops a theme, drawing on evidence from primary and secondary documents, including Macbeth, to reflect on how early modern cultural issues are relevant today. A researched essay of this caliber is formatted according to MLA standards, including heading, in-text citations, and works cited. The thesis is concise, debatable, and cogent and is supported with apt evidence from authentic sources and relevant examples from Macbeth.  Evidence of balance between scholarly sources and analytical discussion validates the student’s ability to navigate research and evidence for how Shakespeare develops a theme.  Using an organic, persuasive format, the student demonstrates proficiency in the synthesis and analysis of sources, which demonstrates critical understanding. The academic tone and elevated vocabulary serve to establish sophisticated style and thought-provoking detail.  The essay has evidence of thorough proofreading and revision and attends to mechanics, requirements, and content, employing consistent control over elements of effective writing.
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90-100%
Essays in the B range focus on how Shakespeare develops a theme but partially draw on evidence from primary and secondary documents, including Macbeth, to reflect on how early modern cultural issues are relevant today. Researched essays of this description are formatted according to MLA standards but have errors in the heading, citations, or works cited.  Thesis statements are somewhat debatable but are supported with evidence from either primary or secondary sources and obvious examples from Macbeth. The balance between scholarly sources and relevant observations is compromised because the writing focuses too much on one or the other.  Essays in this range may employ obvious organization and style without insight or sophistication, incorporating vague support and obvious conclusions.  Tone may be inconsistent, based on general word choice.  Some areas of concern include lack of proofreading and revision, or attention to requirements, which have an effect on the overall quality of the composition.
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80-89%
Essays in the C range are considered to be average quality and do not qualify as academic writing evidenced by consistent control over elements of mechanics and content.  The thesis may be superficial or obvious, rendering it difficult to effectively support with authentic sources and relevant observations.  MLA guidelines are minimally followed, and the student-selected format focuses heavily on summary. A student’s essay in this range relies predominantly on either primary or secondary sources or limited observations without thorough analysis or commentary.  The tone in this essay is erratic based on questionable word choice and inconsistent writing control.  The overall quality of the essay is marred by surface errors that distract the reader from the intended message.
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70-79%
Essays in the D range are considered to be ineffective examples of research and composition and do not adhere to MLA standards or effective writing.  Little attention is given to reliable and viable sources; the essay is further marred by errors in mechanics and flaws in logic.  Neither appropriate planning nor academic tone is evident.
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60-69%
