“ A Good Man is Hard to Find”  (1955)
Flannery O’Connor

How to Take Notes

The following notes should be taken in your notebook:

First, choose one of the words from the following list on which to do a WORD TRACE:  

· Justice

· Love

· Strength

· Hope

· Death

· Survival

· Sacrifice

While you are reading O’Connor’s story, mark in the text where you see this word embedded in either the action or the dialogue.  The word may not actually appear in the reading, but you will see evidence, such as when the grandmother seems hopeful about the trip with her children or when she seems hopeful about taking a detour to see a house she remembers.

Next, write three short paragraphs about how you have traced this word in the text.  How does the word change, depending on character perspective? Does the word become more positive or negative as the story progresses?

Finally, rank the places you saw this word in your text according to the tone.  In other words, show in a line graph form how the word relates to the other examples you have listed above.  An example on sacrifice might look like this:

Neg._________|_____________|_____________|______________|______________|Pos.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
Grandmother sacrifices going to Tennessee to be with her family.








